
David Zelder is pictured receiving his award as first prize winner for 

his entry in the Age UK Lincolnôs short story writing competition. The 

entry will now go forward to the regional finals where he hopes to 

come out ahead of the competition once more.  

This is Davidôs second award this year for short stories, an earlier 

entry ñTomôs Bellò was a prize winner in The Bishopôs Grosseteste 

University College short story competition. 

In his business career Zelder has been called on to write numerous articles which have 

been published on many subjects over the years. He is also an experienced after dinner speaker. 

He believes that joining New Writers UK is a smart move for any aspiring author where 

the help and encouragement from fellow members is of incalculable benefit.  

 July ðSept 2011  

Thoughts from the Chair  

Gazebos and foldable chairs; this can only mean one thing: it is festival season. On the 

back of the Lowdham Book Festival we head to Hucknall, for the inaugural Hucknall 

Book & Craft Day on July the 9th. It may be true that blogs and social networking shifts 

more books than sitting behind a trestle table, but itôs not as much fun. Social network-

ing just isnôt as social as huddling up under a two sided tent.  Talking to readers is al-

ways great but itôs the banter between our authors that makes our events so enjoyable. 

A new member described his recent visit to our Rufford Festival, as being ñin a room 

full of friends Iôve never met."  

* * *  

The book industry might be struggling but if our growing membership is anything to go by the number of 

authors is on the up. The emergence of Kindle has made publishing more accessible than ever before and it 

wonôt be long before our titles include more eBooks than paperbacks. All of this will grow our online pres-

ence, making New Writers UK stronger. 

John Baird  

Inside this edition:  Articles , book review, events,  pictures,  

new releases, new members, quiz, and much moreé  Enjoy! 

The Secret a short story by David Zelder, wins first prize in writing competition 
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A  Tale of Two Cities 

starts with the words "It 

was the best of times, it 

was the worst of times." 

But how does Dickens 

continue?  
 

A: It was the epoch of 

belief, it was the epoch 

of incredulity   

 
B: It was the age of wis-

dom, it was the age of 

foolishness   

 
C: We had everything 

before us, we had noth-

ing before us   

"O Romeo, Romeo, 

wherefore art thou Ro-

meo? Oh no, Iôm out of 

here." The start to which 

celebrity biography?  

 
A: My Side -  David 

Beckham   
 
B: Rags to Richie -  

Shane Richie   
 
C: Raw -  Antony Worrall 
Thompson   
 
 

Answers on page  13 

W hich great American 

novel begins with the 

sentence: "In my 

younger and more vul-

nerable years my father 

gave me some advice 
that I've been turning 

over in my mind ever 

since"?   

 
A: The Great Gatsby by F 

Scott Fitzgerald   
 
B: The Catcher in the 
Rye by JD Salinger   

 

C: Of Mice and Men by 

John Steinbeck   

QUIZ TIME  
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How do you find the time?  

I am not, to my eternal regret, Doctor Who. The closest I have come to a sonic screw-

driver when I accidentally dropped one in the dishwasher. I donôt own a TARDIS and, 

probably the bitterest pill to swallow, I donôt get to spend extended amounts of time in 

an enclosed space with Amelia Pond. 

 Time, therefore, is a problem ï a problem familiar to many part -time writers. How 

do you hold down a full time job, talk to your spouse (there might not be so much of 

that after my Amy Pond comment, mind you), perform your domestic chores, eat, sleep, 

walk the dogs...and still find time to sit down and write?  

 It isnôt just the writing, of course. Thereôs a whole heap of procrastination to get 

over before you get anywhere near filling a page with your brain juice. Before I even 

started to write this essay, for instance, Iôd drunk three cups of coffee, checked my 

email, twitter and facebook feeds, read a random Wikipedia entry about how pencils are 

made, re-checked my email, twitter and facebook, and visited the toilet twice (largely 

thanks to the coffee). All that before I had even begun my titanic battle with the 

dreaded BLANK PAGE. 

 óHow do you find the time?ô - a question I am asked often by clients when they 

discover Iôm an author (not that I mention it at every possible opportunity. Ahem). How 

do you find the time to hammer (or at least tap) out a novel in between all those petty 

mundanities that modern life throws at you?  

 The truth is disappointingly prosaic. We use the classic óstolen hoursô. Late in the 

evening. Early in the day. We find the time because we love it. We sneak those words 

out in the quiet watches of the night and the gentle hours of the morning because itôs 

our escape, our breath, our passion. We make room in our lives for writing because 

without it there would be a hollow, empty shell where our souls would be, and we 

would shrivel away ghosts, almost-people, unable to express our one true love. 

A TARDIS would still be nice, though. Just saying. 

Nick Marsh  

 

Nick is a full - time veterinary surgeon, and author of Soul Purpose and Past 

Tense . He is ready to apply for any Time Lord positions that may become 

available.  

www.nick -marsh.co.uk  
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Pictured: R. H. Stewart 

(left), Claire Kinton 
(centre), Catherine H 
Cooper (right), Richard 

Denning (above). 
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Back in May we attended the  

Lincoln Book Festivalôs chil-
drenôs day.   

 There was a packed pro-
gramme of free activities for 

young readers to enjoy and, 
after some persuasion, our 
authors even dressed up for 

the occasion.   

Coming Oct 2011  

The NWUK Anthology 

of Short Stories, 

Telling Tales,  

Volume 2 
 

Submission enquiries to 

Trevor Gent 
trev@gingernutbooks.co.uk  


